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Statement of the
OECD Business Community
to OECD Trade Ministers:

Revitalising the WTO Doha Round Urgent

This is a statement of the major OECD business organisations,
signed by their Presidents

The Business and Industry Advisory Committee to the OECD (BIAC) was created in March 1962 as an
independent organisation officially recognised by the OECD as being representative of the OECD business
community. BIAC’s members are the major industrial and employers’ organisations in the 30 OECD
member countries. Via its 19 standing committees, BIAC mirrors all economic policy issues the OECD

covers and their impacts on both member and an increasing number of non-member countries.
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The major business organisations in OECD Countries, united in the Business and Industry
Advisory Committee to the OECD, want to express their strong concern to OECD
Governments about the failure of the 5™ WTO Ministerial Conference at Cancun.

We wish to emphasise that OECD business remains strongly committed to the multilateral
trading system with the WTO at its centre. It remains our firm belief that multilateral
liberalisation of international trade is vital to lifting much of the developing world out of
poverty and to creating business opportunities for both OECD and non-OECD companies.

For business and industry in OECD Countries, it is a top priority to get the Round started
again and to achieve real progress on key priorities for businesses in OECD and non-OECD
countries without overloading the agenda. OECD business organisations see a need to focus
negotiations on:

¢ Non-agricultural tariff reductions and reduction of Non-tariff barriers
e Strengthened and expanded commitments on Services
e Trade Facilitation

We also recognise that the WTO as a rules-based system needs to continuously improve
"rules" and that such efforts are an important part of the Doha Agenda.

For resolving the Cancun impasse, we believe it is crucial that negotiators overcome the
deadlock on agriculture. This is a prerequisite for progress on other core issues. Market
access for agricultural products needs to be improved and trade-distorting subsidies
reduced, particularly in OECD countries.

At the same time, OECD business and industry expects developing countries and emerging
markets to help rebuild momentum in the Doha negotiations and to increase their own
market access commitments for agricultural and industrial goods and services. To foster
greater understanding OECD Governments should be more active in raising awareness of
the benefits of trade liberalisation to the developing world. It is also vital to promote
developing countries' understanding that a failure of the Doha Round would be a setback for
their economic development and a missed opportunity for their business and industry. The
liberalisation of major developing country markets offers the largest stimulus for new
business opportunities and economic growth for both OECD and non-OECD economies.

On the Singapore issues, we urge our governments to find the flexibility to move each of
these issues forward on its own merit and at its own pace although we wish to see Trade
Facilitation included in the single undertaking." We continue to regard the remaining
Singapore issues as important elements of the right regulatory environment for business.

Finally, we urge all parties to consider that a prolonged impasse in these negotiations not
only defers new benefits from liberalisation and appropriate rules. It also risks eroding the
present WTO system because of the pending lapse of consensus embodied in the expiration
of the agricultural peace clause (Article 13 of the Agricultural Agreement) and for other
issues such as the moratorium on duties applied to electronic transmissions.

We as the OECD's business community commit ourselves to strengthening our
outreach activities on trade topics, especially towards business associations in non-
OECD countries.

! Addition of MEDEF: This shall not be understood as excluding that investment is negotiated within
the timeline of the DDA.
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PRESIDENTS OF OECD BUSINESS ORGANISATIONS SUPPORTING THIS STATEMENT

Mr. Peter Hendy
Chief Executive

Australian Chamber of Commerce and Industry

Australia

Mr. Dipl- Ing. Peter Mitterbaueur
President

Industriellenvereinigung
Austria

Mr. Luc Vansteenkiste

President

Fédération des Entreprises de Belgique
Belgium
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Mr. Robert Keyes

President

Canadian Council for International Business
Canada

Mr. Stanislav Kazecky

President

Svaz Prumyslu a Dopravy Ceské Republiky
Czech Republic

Mr. Johan Schragder
President

Dansk Industri
Denmark
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Mr. Juha Rantanen

President

Teollisuuden Ja TyBnantajain Keskusliitto
Finland
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Mr. Ernest-Antoine Seilliere

President

Mouvement des Enterprises de France
France
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Dr. Michael Rogowski

President

Bundesverband der Deutschen Industrie
Germany

Dr. Dieter Hundt
President

Bundesvereinigung der Deutschen Arbeitgeberverbénde
Germany
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Greece
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Mr. Janos Vértes

President

Magyar Munkaaddi Szervezetek Nemzetkozi
Egylttmukddési Sz6vetsége

Hungary
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Mr. Maurice Pratt

President

Irish Business and Employers Confederation
Ireland
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Mr. Antonio D’Amato
President
Confindustria

Italy

Mr. Ryuko Wada

Director General

Nippon Keidanren (Japan Business Federation)
Japan
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Mr. Myung-Kwan HYUN

Vice President & CEO
Federation of Korean Industries
Korea
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Mr. Charles Krombach

President

Fédération des Industriels Luxembourgeois
Luxembourg
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Mr. José Luis Barraza

President

Confederacion Patronal de la Republica Mexicana
Mexico
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Mr. Jacques H. Schraven
President

Vereniging VNO-NCW
Netherlands

Mr. Terry Arnold
President

Business New Zealand
New Zealand
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Mr. Jens Ulltveit-Moe

President

Naeringslivets Hovedorganisasjon
Norway

President
Konfederacja Pracodawcow Polskich
Poland
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Mrs. Henryka Bochniarz
President

Polska Konfederacja Pracodawéw Prywatnych
Poland

Mr. Jorge Rocha de Matos

President
Associagao Industrial Portuguesa
Portugal
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Mr. Peter Mihok

President

Slovenska Obchodria a Priemyselna Komora
Slovak Republic
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Mr. Séren Gyll
President

Svenskt Naringsliv
Sweden
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Mr. Ueli Forster
President
Economiesuisse
Switzerland
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Dr. Rudolf Stampfii
President

Union Patronale Suisse
Switzerland
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Mr. Tuncay Ozilhan

President

Turk Sanayicileri ve Isadamlari Dernegi
Turkey
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Mr. Refik Baydur

President

Tirkiye Isveren Sendikalari Konfederasyonu
Turkey
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Sir John Egan

President

Confederation of British Industry
United Kingdom
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Mr. Dean O'Hare

Chairman

United States Council for International Business
United States
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